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OFFICE OF THE S E C E E TA J( V 


May 7, 1888 


Corccran Gallery of Art. 

Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen:- 

You are hereby informed, that dealers in art products 
have made complaints to the Department that, under the existing 
regulations of this Department, many works of art are being im¬ 
ported into the United States, and admitted without payment of 
duty as paintings and works of art for temporary exhibition pur¬ 
poses, when they are really intended for sale by the associations 
importing them, and that such dealers have applied to the Treas¬ 
ury Department to have the Regulations amended by the promulga¬ 
tion of the following requirements:- 


No entry will be hereafter permitted to be made under 


“ Section 2508, of the Revised Statutes, until after satisfactory 
M affirmative proof shall be furnished to the Collector by the im- 
“ porter, that the association for whose use the articles impcrt- 
M ed are intended, exists solely for the promotion and encouragement 


of 






4 
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" of science, art or industry} that the article or articles im- 
" ported are not intended and will not be offered for sale or 
“ sold, and that none of the officers, directors, trustees, stock- 
" hclders^or other members of such association, are engaged or 
11 interested in the business of selling paintings, drawings, etch- 
u ings, statuary, photographic pictures, or other works of art, 

“ the ourden of which proof shall in all cases be upon the im- 
u porter, who shall establish the facts from which the Collector 
“ may decide whether or not such importation is bona fide, and 
“ that the article or articles imported is or are not intended 
" for sale. And no such article will be admitted if it shall 
" appear that the same is the property of any artist or art deal- 
“ er in this or any foreign country from whom the same may be 
M purchased. 

" Such articles must be carefully examined and apprais- 
“ ed, and the regular and any additional duties imposed by law 
* ascertained and a bond taken conditioned that the duties accru- 
“ ing on all the articles embraced in the importation shall be 
" paid to the United States if the entire importation, excepting 

such as may be proved to the Collector to have been lost or 

« 

destroyed 
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“ destroyed by accident, fire, theft or other casualty, is not 


“ re-exported within six months from the date of importation. 

" Should it be discovered at any time that any article 
11 imported under the provisions of law contained in Section 2508 
" has been sold, the fact thereof shall be reported by the Ccl- 
• lector to the District Attorney with a request that proceedings 
11 be taken for the condemnation and forfeiture of such article*" 


You are also informed that a hearing will be had in the 


matter at the Department on the 15th instant, at 10 o'clock, in 
the forenoon, at which time you may have an opportunity to be 
heard and to submit any views or proofs, tending to show that the 
proposed regulations should or should not be adopted, which you 
may deem proper* 


Respectfully Yo\irs 




( No enclosures.) 
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WIGHT & THUMM, 

ETCHINGS, ENGRAVINGS AND ART PUBLICATIONS 
^ Of GOUPIL &. CO., Paris. 

* ' (BOUSSOD VALADON & CO., Successors,) 

296 FIFTH AVENUE, 

Mew York ,.* ^. 188 f 
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